
Page 5 TITLE 43—PUBLIC LANDS §§ 25 to 25b 

Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of 
this title. 

§ 18. Copies of papers filed 

Whenever any person claiming to be interested 
in or entitled to land, under any grant or patent 
from the United States, applies to the Depart-
ment of the Interior for copies of papers filed 
and remaining therein, in anywise affecting the 
title to such land, it shall be the duty of the 
Secretary of the Interior to cause such copies to 
be made out and authenticated, under his hand 
and the seal of the Bureau of Land Management, 
for the person so applying. 

(R.S. § 460; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, § 403, eff. July 
16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100.) 

CODIFICATION 

R.S. § 460 derived from acts Jan. 23, 1823, ch. 6, 3 Stat. 
721; July 4, 1836, ch. 352, § 7, 5 Stat. 111. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

‘‘Bureau of Land Management’’ substituted for ‘‘Gen-
eral Land Office’’ on authority of section 403 of Reorg. 
Plan No. 3 of 1946. See note set out under section 1 of 
this title. 

§§ 19 to 21. Repealed. Dec. 16, 1930, ch. 14, § 1, 46 
Stat. 1029 

Section 19, R.S. § 2469, related to certified copies of 
records of the General Land Office. 

Section 20, R.S. § 2470, related to exemplification of 
the records of the General Land Office as evidence. 

Section 21, R.S. § 461; acts Apr. 2, 1888, ch. 54, 25 Stat. 
76; Oct. 12, 1888, ch. 1098, 25 Stat. 557; May 29, 1908, ch. 
220, § 15, 35 Stat. 469; June 5, 1920, ch. 235, § 1, 41 Stat. 
908, related to fees for exemplifications. 

For Department of the Interior record provisions and 
Government records and papers, see section 1460 et seq. 
of this title, and section 1733 of Title 28, Judiciary and 
Judicial Procedure. 

§ 22. Repealed. July 30, 1947, ch. 354, § 2, 61 Stat. 
522 

Section, act June 5, 1920, ch. 235, 41 Stat. 908, related 
to cost of photolithographic copies of plats. See section 
1460 of this title. 

§ 23. Repealed. Pub. L. 86–649, title II, § 202(b), 
July 14, 1960, 74 Stat. 507 

Section, act Feb. 14, 1931, ch. 187, 46 Stat. 1118, pre-
scribed fees for depositions in hearings in Bureau of 
Land Management. See section 1371 of this title. Simi-
lar provisions were contained in the following prior ap-
propriation acts: 

Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1145. 
June 5, 1924, ch. 264, 43 Stat. 395. 
Jan. 24, 1923, ch. 42, 42 Stat. 1179. 
May 24, 1922, ch. 199, 42 Stat. 558. 
Mar. 3, 1915, ch. 75, 38 Stat. 855. 

§ 24. Repealed. Pub. L. 89–554, § 8(a), Sept. 6, 1966, 
80 Stat. 632, 646, 647 

Section, acts May 10, 1926, ch. 277, 44 Stat. 456; Jan 12, 
1927, ch. 27, 44 Stat. 938; 1946 Reorg. Plan No. 3, § 403, eff. 
July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100, authorized pay-
ment of mileage for automobile travel. 

§§ 25 to 25b. Repealed. Oct. 25, 1951, ch. 562, 
§ 1(25), 65 Stat. 639 

Section 25, act May 28, 1926, ch. 415, § 1, 44 Stat. 672, 
related to transfer of records of United States land of-
fice to any State upon closing of last United States 
land office in that State. 

Section 25a, act May 28, 1926, ch. 415, § 2, 44 Stat. 673, 
related to transfer of field notes and maps of United 
States land office to any State upon closing of last 
United States land office in that State. 

Section 25b, act May 28, 1926, ch. 415, § 3, 44 Stat. 673, 
related to requirement that State provide by law for 
preservation and access of records, field notes, and 
maps. 

See section 3301 et seq. of Title 44, Public Printing 
and Documents. 

CHAPTER 2—UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL 
SURVEY 

Sec. 

31. Director of United States Geological Survey. 
31a. Findings and purpose. 
31b. Definitions. 
31c. Geologic mapping program. 
31d. Advisory committee. 
31e. Geologic mapping program 5-year plan. 
31f. National geologic map database. 
31g. Biennial report. 
31h. Authorization of appropriations. 
31i. Report on resource research activities. 
31j. Biological research activity of Survey; review 

and report by National Academy of Sci-
ences. 

32. Acting Director. 
33. Repealed. 
34. Scientific employees. 
35. Repealed. 
36. Purchase of books. 
36a. Acquisition of scientific or technical books, 

maps, etc., for library. 
36b. Acquisition of lands or interests therein for 

use in gaging streams or underground water 
resources. 

36c. Acceptance of contributions from public and 
private sources; cooperation with other 
agencies in prosecution of projects. 

36d. Cooperative agreements. 
37. Omitted. 
38. Topographic surveys; marking elevations. 
39, 40. Omitted. 
41. Publications and reports; preparation and 

sale. 
42. Distribution of maps and atlases, etc. 
42a. Use of receipts from sale of maps for map 

printing and distribution. 
43. Copies to Senators, Representatives, and 

Delegates. 
44. Sale of transfers or copies of data. 
45. Production and sale of copies of photographs 

and records; disposition of receipts. 
46 to 48. Omitted or Repealed. 
49. Extension of cooperative work to Puerto 

Rico. 
50. Survey’s share of cost of topographic mapping 

or water resources investigations carried on 
with States. 

50–1. Funds for mappings and investigations con-
sidered intragovernmental funds. 

50a. Working capital fund for United States Geo-
logical Survey. 

50b. Recording of obligations against accounts re-
ceivable and crediting of amounts received; 
work involving cooperation with State, 
Territory, etc. 

50c. Payment of costs incidental to utilization of 
services of volunteers. 

50d. Services of students or recent graduates. 
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§ 31. Director of United States Geological Survey 

(a) Establishment of office; appointment and du-
ties; examination of geological structure, 
mineral resources, and products of national 
domain; prohibitions in respect to lands and 
surveys 

The Director of the United States Geological 
Survey, which office is established, under the In-
terior Department, shall be appointed by the 
President by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate. This officer shall have the direction 
of the United States Geological Survey, and the 
classification of the public lands and examina-
tion of the geological structure, mineral re-
sources, and products of the national domain. 
The Director and members of the United States 
Geological Survey shall have no personal or pri-
vate interests in the lands or mineral wealth of 
the region under survey, and shall execute no 
surveys or examinations for private parties or 
corporations. 

(b) Examination of geological structure, mineral 
resources, and products outside national do-
main 

The authority of the Secretary of the Interior, 
exercised through the United States Geological 
Survey of the Department of the Interior, to ex-
amine the geological structure, mineral re-
sources, and products of the national domain, is 
expanded to authorize such examinations out-
side the national domain where determined by 
the Secretary to be in the national interest. 

(Mar. 3, 1879, ch. 182, 20 Stat. 394; Pub. L. 87–626, 
§§ 1, 2, Sept. 5, 1962, 76 Stat. 427; Pub. L. 93–608, 
§ 2(6), Jan. 2, 1975, 88 Stat. 1971; Pub. L. 102–154, 
title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000; Pub. L. 104–66, 
title I, § 1081(e), Dec. 21, 1995, 109 Stat. 721.) 

CODIFICATION 

Subsec. (a) of this section is from act Mar. 3, 1879. 
Subsecs. (b) and (c) of this section are sections 1 and 2, 
respectively, of Pub. L. 87–626. 

Provisions of subsec. (a) of this section which limited 
the salary of the Director of the Geological Survey to 
$6,000 a year were omitted as obsolete. See section 5316 
of Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

AMENDMENTS 

1995—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104–66 struck out subsec. (c) 
which read as follows: ‘‘The Secretary of the Interior 
shall report to the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives and the President of the Senate on January 31 of 
each year on all actions taken pursuant to subsection 
(b) of this section during the year ending on the Decem-
ber 31 immediately preceding the reporting date and on 
the results of such actions.’’ 

1975—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 93–608 substituted require-
ment of an annual report for requirement of a semi-
annual report. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Pub. L. 102–285, § 10(a), May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 171, pro-
vided that: ‘‘The Geological Survey established by the 
Act of March 3, 1879 (43 U.S.C. 31(a)), is designated as 
and shall hereafter [on and after May 18, 1992] be known 
as the United States Geological Survey.’’ 

‘‘United States Geological Survey’’ substituted for 
‘‘Geological Survey’’ in subsecs. (a) and (b) pursuant to 
provision of title I of Pub. L. 102–154, which provided: 
‘‘That the Geological Survey (43 U.S.C. 31(a)) shall 
hereafter [on and after Nov. 13, 1991] be designated the 
United States Geological Survey.’’ 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

CONTINENTAL SCIENTIFIC DRILLING AND EXPLORATION 

Pub. L. 100–441, Sept. 22, 1988, 102 Stat. 1760, provided: 
‘‘That this Act may be cited as the ‘Continental Sci-
entific Drilling and Exploration Act’. 

‘‘SEC. 2. PURPOSES. 

‘‘The purpose of this Act is to— 
‘‘(1) implement section 323 of the joint resolution 

entitled ‘Joint Resolution making continuing appro-
priations for the fiscal year 1985, and for other pur-
poses’, approved October 12, 1984 (Public Law 98–473; 
98 Stat. 1875) [set out below] which supports and en-
courages the development of a national Continental 
Scientific Drilling Program; 

‘‘(2) enhance fundamental understanding of the 
composition, structure, dynamics, and evolution of 
the continental crust, and how such processes affect 
natural phenomena such as earthquakes, volcanic 
eruptions, transfer of geothermal energy, distribution 
of mineral deposits, the occurrence of fossil fuels, and 
the nature and extent of aquifers; 

‘‘(3) advance basic earth sciences research and tech-
nological development; 

‘‘(4) obtain critical data regarding the earth’s crust 
relating to isolation of hazardous wastes; and 

‘‘(5) develop a long-range plan for implementation 
of the Continental Scientific Drilling Program. 

‘‘SEC. 3. FINDINGS. 

‘‘Congress finds that— 
‘‘(1) because the earth provides energy, minerals, 

and water, and is used as a storage medium for mu-
nicipal, chemical, and nuclear waste, an understand-
ing of the processes and structures in the earth’s 
crust is essential to the well being of the United 
States; 

‘‘(2) there is a need for developing long-range plans 
for a United States Continental Scientific Drilling 
Program; and 

‘‘(3) the Continental Scientific Drilling Program 
would enhance— 

‘‘(A) understanding of the crustal evolution of the 
earth and the mountain building processes; 

‘‘(B) understanding of the mechanisms of earth-
quakes and volcanic eruptions and the development 
of improved techniques for prediction; 

‘‘(C) understanding of the development and utili-
zation of geothermal and other energy sources and 
the formation of and occurrence of mineral depos-
its; 

‘‘(D) understanding of the migration of fluids in 
the earth’s crust for evaluation of waste contami-
nation and the development of more effective tech-
niques for the safe subsurface disposal of hazardous 
wastes; 

‘‘(E) understanding and definition of the size, 
source, and more effective use of aquifers and other 
water resources; and 

‘‘(F) evaluation and verification of surface geo-
physical techniques needed for exploring and mon-
itoring the earth’s crust. 

‘‘SEC. 4. IMPLEMENTATION OF CONTINENTAL SCI-
ENTIFIC DRILLING PROGRAM. 

‘‘The Secretary of the Department of Energy, the 
Secretary of the Department of the Interior through 
the United States Geological Survey, and the Director 
of the National Science Foundation shall implement 
the policies of section 323 of the joint resolution enti-
tled ‘Joint Resolution making continuing appropria-
tions for the fiscal year 1985, and for other purposes’, 
approved October 12, 1984 (Public Law 98–473; 98 Stat. 
1875) [set out below] by— 



Page 7 TITLE 43—PUBLIC LANDS § 31a 

‘‘(1) taking such action as necessary to assure an ef-
fective, cooperative effort in furtherance of the Con-
tinental Scientific Drilling Program of the United 
States; 

‘‘(2) taking all reasonable administrative and finan-
cial measures to assure that the Interagency Accord 
on Continental Scientific Drilling continues to func-
tion effectively in support of such program; 

‘‘(3) assuring the continuing effective operation of 
the Interagency Coordinating Group to further the 
objectives of such program; 

‘‘(4) taking such action to assure that the Inter-
agency Coordinating Group receives appropriate co-
operation from any Federal agency that can contrib-
ute to the objectives of such program, without ad-
versely affecting any program or activity of such 
agency; 

‘‘(5) acting through the Interagency Coordinating 
Group, preparing and submitting to the Congress, 
within one hundred and eighty days after the enact-
ment of this Act [Sept. 22, 1988] a report describing— 

‘‘(A) long and short-term policy objectives and 
goals of the United States Continental Scientific 
Drilling Program; 

‘‘(B) projected schedules of desirable scientific 
and engineering events that would advance United 
States objectives in the Continental Scientific 
Drilling Program; 

‘‘(C) the levels of resources and funding for fiscal 
year 1989 that would be required by each participat-
ing Federal agency to carry out events pursuant to 
subparagraphs (A) and (B); 

‘‘(D) the scientific, economic, technological, and 
social benefits expected to be realized through the 
implementation of such program at each level de-
scribed in subparagraph (C); 

‘‘(E) a recommended course for interaction with 
the international community in a cooperative ef-
fort to achieve the goals and purposes of this Act; 

‘‘(F) the extent of participation or interest shown 
to date in the Continental Scientific Drilling Pro-
gram by— 

‘‘(i) any other governmental agency; 
‘‘(ii) any academic institution; 
‘‘(iii) any organization in the private sector; 

and 
‘‘(iv) any governmental or other entity in the 

international community; 
‘‘(G) a plan to develop beneficial cooperative rela-

tionships among the entities mentioned in subpara-
graph (F), to the extent that the Interagency Co-
ordinating Group deems practicable; and 

‘‘(H) any other information or recommendations 
that the Interagency Coordinating Group deems ap-
propriate; and 
‘‘(6) submitting to the Congress annually, beginning 

one year after the submission of a report under para-
graph (5), a report describing the levels of resources 
and funding that would be required by each partici-
pating Federal agency for the next fiscal year to 
carry out events pursuant to paragraph (5)(A) and 
(B).’’ 
[For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions 

of law requiring submittal to Congress of any annual, 
semiannual, or other regular periodic report listed in 
House Document No. 103–7 (in which a report required 
under section 4(6) of Pub. L. 100–441, set out above, is 
listed as the 10th item on page 149), see section 3003 of 
Pub. L. 104–66, as amended, and section 1(a)(4) [div. A, 
§ 1402(1)] of Pub. L. 106–554, set out as notes under sec-
tion 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance.] 

Pub. L. 98–473, title I, § 101(c) [title III, § 323], Oct. 12, 
1984, 98 Stat. 1837, 1875, provided that: ‘‘It is the sense 
of the Congress that the Continental Scientific Drilling 
Program is an important national scientific endeavor, 
benefiting the commerce of the Nation, which should 
be vigorously pursued by Government and the private 
sector. The Continental Scientific Drilling Program is 
an important national scientific endeavor that is vital 
to the understanding of the geologic evolution of the 

Earth and the economic value of its resources; the most 
effective and efficient means of realizing the fullest po-
tential in the Continental Scientific Drilling Program 
is through a cooperative effort by the Department of 
Energy, the National Science Foundation, and the 
United States Geological Survey; many important 
commercial and scientific advances may result from 
the Continental Scientific Drilling Program; and many 
foreign nations are engaged in a comparable deep drill-
ing program, and cooperation and coordination would 
be beneficial to United States efforts. It is the sense of 
the Congress that— 

‘‘(1) the Continental Scientific Drilling Program is 
an important national scientific endeavor by the 
United States which should be enthusiastically im-
plemented through a joint cooperative effort among 
the United States Department of Energy, the Na-
tional Science Foundation, and the United States Ge-
ological Survey; 

‘‘(2) the private sector should be encouraged to sup-
port the Continental Scientific Drilling Program and 
the participating agencies should solicit appropriate 
private sector participation in such program; and 

‘‘(3) the United States Government should cooper-
ate to the extent practicable with the international 
community in developing this important scientific 
and technical activity.’’ 

§ 31a. Findings and purpose 

(a) Findings 

The Congress finds and declares that— 
(1) during the past 2 decades, the production 

of geologic maps has been drastically cur-
tailed; 

(2) geologic maps are the primary data base 
for virtually all applied and basic earth- 
science investigations, including— 

(A) exploration for and development of 
mineral, energy, and water resources; 

(B) screening and characterizing sites for 
toxic and nuclear waste disposal; 

(C) land use evaluation and planning for 
environmental protection; 

(D) earthquake hazards reduction; 
(E) predicting volcanic hazards; 
(F) design and construction of infrastruc-

ture requirements such as utility lifelines, 
transportation corridors, and surface-water 
impoundments; 

(G) reducing losses from landslides and 
other ground failures; 

(H) mitigating effects of coastal and 
stream erosion; 

(I) siting of critical facilities; and 
(J) basic earth-science research; 

(3) Federal agencies, State and local govern-
ments, private industry, and the general pub-
lic depend on the information provided by geo-
logic maps to determine the extent of poten-
tial environmental damage before embarking 
on projects that could lead to preventable, 
costly environmental problems or litigation; 

(4) the combined capabilities of State, Fed-
eral, and academic groups to provide geologic 
mapping are not sufficient to meet the present 
and future needs of the United States for na-
tional security, environmental protection, and 
energy self-sufficiency of the Nation; 

(5) States are willing to contribute 50 per-
cent of the funding necessary to complete the 
mapping of the geology within the State; 

(6) the lack of proper geologic maps has led 
to the poor design of such structures as dams 
and waste-disposal facilities; 
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1 So in original. Probably should be section ‘‘31c(d)(3)’’. 
2 So in original. Probably should be section ‘‘31c(d)(1)’’. 

(7) geologic maps have proven indispensable 
in the search for needed fossil-fuel and mineral 
resources; 

(8) geologic map information is required for 
the sustainable and balanced development of 
natural resources of all types, including en-
ergy, minerals, land, water, and biological re-
sources; 

(9) advances in digital technology and geo-
graphical information system science have 
made geologic map databases increasingly im-
portant as decision support tools for land and 
resource management; and 

(10) a comprehensive nationwide program of 
geologic mapping of surficial and bedrock de-
posits is required in order to systematically 
build the Nation’s geologic-map data base at a 
pace that responds to increasing demand. 

(b) Purpose 

The purpose of sections 31a to 31h of this title 
is to expedite the production of a geologic-map 
data base for the Nation, to be located within 
the United States Geological Survey, which can 
be applied to land-use management, assessment, 
and utilization, conservation of natural re-
sources, groundwater management, and environ-
mental protection. 

(Pub. L. 102–285, § 2, May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 166; 
Pub. L. 106–148, § 2, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1719.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Sections 31a to 31h of this title, referred to in subsec. 
(b), was in the original ‘‘this Act’’, meaning Pub. L. 
102–285, which is classified principally to sections 31a to 
31h of this title. For complete classification of this Act 
to the Code, see Short Title note below and Tables. 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Subsec. (a)(8) to (10). Pub. L. 106–148 added pars. 
(8) and (9) and redesignated former par. (8) as (10) and 
inserted ‘‘of surficial and bedrock deposits’’ after ‘‘geo-
logic mapping’’. 

SHORT TITLE OF 1999 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 106–148, § 1, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1719, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [enacting sections 31e, 31g and 31h of 
this title, amending sections 31a to 31d and 31f of this 
title, and repealing former sections 31e, 31g, and 31h of 
this title] may be cited as the ‘National Geologic Map-
ping Reauthorization Act of 1999’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE OF 1997 AMENDMENT 

Pub. L. 105–36, § 1, Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 1107, provided 
that: ‘‘This Act [amending sections 31b to 31h of this 
title and enacting provisions set out as a note under 
this section] may be cited as the ‘National Geologic 
Mapping Reauthorization Act of 1997’.’’ 

SHORT TITLE 

Section 1 of Pub. L. 102–285 provided that: ‘‘This Act 
[enacting this section and sections 31b to 31h of this 
title, amending sections 1457, 1457a, and 1782 of this 
title, sections 450ii–3, 665, 1133, and 3151 of Title 16, Con-
servation, section 262k of Title 22, Foreign Relations 
and Intercourse, section 1677 of Title 25, Indians, sec-
tions 1, 1a, 2, 3, 4, 4c, 4d, 5, 6, 7, 8, 411, 412, 804, 812, 871, 
878, 1224, 1229, 1232, 1311, 1315, and 1604 of Title 30, Min-
eral Lands and Mining, and sections 5814 and 6505 of 
Title 42, The Public Health and Welfare, enacting pro-
visions set out as notes under section 31 of this title 
and section 1 of Title 30, and amending provisions set 
out as a note under section 1231 of Title 30] may be 
cited as the ‘National Geologic Mapping Act of 1992’.’’ 

FINDINGS 

Pub. L. 105–36, § 2, Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 1107, provided 
that: ‘‘Congress finds that— 

‘‘(1) in enacting the National Geologic Mapping Act 
of 1992 (43 U.S.C. 31a et seq.), Congress found, among 
other things, that— 

‘‘(A) during the 2 decades preceding enactment of 
that Act, the production of geologic maps had been 
drastically curtailed; 

‘‘(B) geologic maps are the primary data base for 
virtually all applied and basic earth-science inves-
tigations; 

‘‘(C) Federal agencies, State and local govern-
ments, private industry, and the general public de-
pend on the information provided by geologic maps 
to determine the extent of potential environmental 
damage before embarking on projects that could 
lead to preventable, costly environmental problems 
or litigation; 

‘‘(D) the lack of proper geologic maps has led to 
the poor design of such structures as dams and 
waste-disposal facilities; 

‘‘(E) geologic maps have proven indispensable in 
the search for needed fossil fuel and mineral re-
sources; and 

‘‘(F) a comprehensive nationwide program of geo-
logic mapping is required in order to systemati-
cally build the Nation’s geologic-map data base at 
a pace that responds to increasing demand; 
‘‘(2) the geologic mapping program called for by 

that Act has not been fully implemented; and 
‘‘(3) it is time for this important program to be 

fully implemented.’’ 

§ 31b. Definitions 

In sections 31a to 31h of this title: 

(1) Advisory committee 

The term ‘‘advisory committee’’ means the 
advisory committee established under section 
31d of this title. 

(2) Association 

The term ‘‘Association’’ means the Associa-
tion of American State Geologists. 

(3) Director 

The term ‘‘Director’’ means the Director of 
the United States Geological Survey. 

(4) Education component 

The term ‘‘education component’’ means the 
education component of the geologic mapping 
program described in section 31e(d)(3) 1 of this 
title. 

(5) Federal component 

The term ‘‘Federal component’’ means the 
Federal component of the geologic mapping 
program described in section 31e(d)(1) 2 of this 
title. 

(6) Geologic mapping program 

The term ‘‘geologic mapping program’’ 
means the National Cooperative Geologic 
Mapping Program established by section 31c(a) 
of this title. 

(7) Secretary 

The term ‘‘Secretary’’ means the Secretary 
of the Interior. 

(8) State 

The term ‘‘State’’ includes the District of 
Columbia, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
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3 So in original. Probably should be section ‘‘31c(d)(2)’’. 

the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana 
Islands, American Samoa, Guam, and the Vir-
gin Islands. 

(9) State component 

The term ‘‘State component’’ means the 
State component of the geologic mapping pro-
gram described in section 31e(d)(2) 3 of this 
title. 

(10) Survey 

The term ‘‘Survey’’ means the United States 
Geological Survey. 

(Pub. L. 102–285, § 3, May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 167; 
Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(a), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 1107; 
Pub. L. 106–148, § 3, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1719.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Pars. (4) to (10). Pub. L. 106–148 added pars. (4), 
(5), and (9) and redesignated former pars. (4), (5), (6), 
and (7) as (6), (7), (8), and (10), respectively. 

1997—Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(a)(1), substituted ‘‘In sections 
31a to 31h of this title:’’ for ‘‘As used in sections 31a to 
31h of this title:’’ in introductory provisions. 

Par. (1). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(a)(5), inserted heading. 
Par. (2). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(a)(2), (3), added par. (2). 

Former par. (2) redesignated (3). 
Pars. (3) to (5). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(a)(2), (5), redesig-

nated pars. (2) to (4) as (3) to (5), respectively, and in-
serted headings. Par. (5) redesignated (7). 

Par. (6). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(a)(4), added par. (6). 
Par. (7). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(a)(2), (5), redesignated par. 

(5) as (7) and inserted heading. 

§ 31c. Geologic mapping program 

(a) Establishment 

(1) In general 

There is established a national cooperative 
geologic mapping program between the United 
States Geological Survey and the State geo-
logical surveys, acting through the Associa-
tion. 

(2) Design, development, and administration 

The cooperative geologic mapping program 
shall be— 

(A) designed and administered to achieve 
the objectives set forth in subsection (c) of 
this section; 

(B) developed in consultation with the ad-
visory committee; and 

(C) administered through the Survey. 

(b) Responsibilities of the Survey 

(1) Lead agency 

The Survey shall be the lead Federal agency 
responsible for planning, developing national 
priorities and standards for, coordinating, and 
managing the geologic mapping program. In 
carrying out this paragraph, the Secretary, 
acting through the Director, shall— 

(A) develop a 5-year strategic plan for the 
geologic mapping program in accordance 
with section 31e of this title, which plan 
shall be submitted to the Committee on Re-
sources of the House of Representatives and 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources of the Senate not later than 1 year 
after December 9, 1999; 

(B) appoint, with the advice and consulta-
tion of the Association, the advisory com-

mittee not later than 1 year after December 
9, 1999, in accordance with section 31d of this 
title; and 

(C) not later than 3 years after December 
9, 1999, and biennially thereafter, submit a 
report to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources of the United States Senate 
and to the Committee on Resources of the 
House of Representatives identifying— 

(i) how the Survey and the Association 
are coordinating the development and im-
plementation of the geologic mapping pro-
gram; 

(ii) how the Survey and the Association 
establish goals, mapping priorities, and 
target dates for implementation of the 
geologic mapping program; and 

(iii) how long-term staffing plans for the 
various components of the geologic map-
ping program affect successful implemen-
tation of the geologic mapping program. 

(2) Responsibilities of the Secretary 

In addition to paragraph (1), the Secretary, 
acting through the Director, shall be respon-
sible for developing, as soon as practicable— 

(A) in cooperation with the Association, 
other Federal and State agencies, public and 
private sector organizations and academia, 
the geologic-map data base; and 

(B) maps and mapping techniques which 
achieve the objectives specified in sub-
section (c) of this section. 

(c) Program objectives 

The objectives of the geologic mapping pro-
gram shall include— 

(1) determining the Nation’s geologic frame-
work through systematic development of 
geologic maps at scales appropriate to the geo-
logic setting and the perceived applications, 
such maps to be contributed to the national 
geologic map data base; 

(2) development of a complementary na-
tional geophysical-map data base, geo-
chemical-map data base, and a geochronologic 
and paleontologic data base that provide 
value-added descriptive and interpretative in-
formation to the geologic-map data base; 

(3) application of cost-effective mapping 
techniques that assemble, produce, translate 
and disseminate geologic-map information and 
that render such information of greater appli-
cation and benefit to the public; and 

(4) development of public awareness of the 
role and application of geologic-map informa-
tion to the resolution of national issues of 
land use management. 

(d) Program components 

(1) Federal component 

(A) In general 

The geologic mapping program shall in-
clude a Federal geologic mapping compo-
nent, the objective of which shall be to de-
termine the geologic framework of areas de-
termined to be vital to the economic, social, 
environmental, or scientific welfare of the 
United States. 

(B) Mapping priorities 

For the Federal component, mapping pri-
orities— 



Page 10 TITLE 43—PUBLIC LANDS § 31c 

(i) shall be described in the 5-year plan 
under section 31e of this title; and 

(ii) shall be based on— 
(I) national requirements for geologic 

map information in areas of multiple- 
issue need or areas of compelling single- 
issue need; and 

(II) national requirements for geologic 
map information in areas where mapping 
is required to solve critical earth science 
problems. 

(C) Interdisciplinary studies 

(i) In general 

The Federal component shall include 
interdisciplinary studies that add value to 
geologic mapping. 

(ii) Representative categories 

Interdisciplinary studies under clause (i) 
may include— 

(I) establishment of a national geologic 
map database under section 31f of this 
title; 

(II) studies that lead to the implemen-
tation of cost-effective digital methods 
for the acquisition, compilation, analy-
sis, cartographic production, and dis-
semination of geologic map information; 

(III) paleontologic, geochrono-logic, 
and isotopic investigations that provide 
information critical to understanding 
the age and history of geologic map 
units; 

(IV) geophysical investigations that 
assist in delineating and mapping the 
physical characteristics and 3-dimen-
sional distribution of geologic materials 
and geologic structures; and 

(V) geochemical investigations and an-
alytical operations that characterize the 
composition of geologic map units. 

(iii) Use of results 

The results of investigations under 
clause (ii) shall be contributed to national 
databases. 

(2) State component 

(A) In general 

The geologic mapping program shall in-
clude a State geologic mapping component, 
the objective of which shall be to establish 
the geologic framework of areas determined 
to be vital to the economic, social, environ-
mental, or scientific welfare of individual 
States. 

(B) Mapping priorities 

For the State component, mapping prior-
ities— 

(i) shall be determined by State panels 
representing a broad range of users of geo-
logic maps; and 

(ii) shall be based on— 
(I) State requirements for geologic 

map information in areas of multiple- 
issue need or areas of compelling single- 
issue need; and 

(II) State requirements for geologic 
map information in areas where mapping 
is required to solve critical earth science 
problems. 

(C) Integration of Federal and State prior-
ities 

A national panel including representatives 
of the Survey shall integrate the State map-
ping priorities under this paragraph with the 
Federal mapping priorities under paragraph 
(1). 

(D) Use of funds 

The Survey and recipients of grants under 
the State component shall not use more 
than 15.25 percent of the Federal funds made 
available under the State component for any 
fiscal year to pay indirect, servicing, or pro-
gram management charges. 

(E) Federal share 

The Federal share of the cost of activities 
under the State component for any fiscal 
year shall not exceed 50 percent. 

(3) Education component 

(A) In general 

The geologic mapping program shall in-
clude a geologic mapping education compo-
nent for the training of geologic mappers, 
the objectives of which shall be— 

(i) to provide for broad education in geo-
logic mapping and field analysis through 
support of field studies; and 

(ii) to develop academic programs that 
teach students of earth science the fun-
damental principles of geologic mapping 
and field analysis. 

(B) Investigations 

The education component may include the 
conduct of investigations, which— 

(i) shall be integrated with the Federal 
component and the State component; and 

(ii) shall respond to mapping priorities 
identified for the Federal component and 
the State component. 

(C) Use of funds 

The Survey and recipients of grants under 
the education component shall not use more 
than 15.25 percent of the Federal funds made 
available under the education component for 
any fiscal year to pay indirect, servicing, or 
program management charges. 

(D) Federal share 

The Federal share of the cost of activities 
under the education component for any fis-
cal year shall not exceed 50 percent. 

(Pub. L. 102–285, § 4, May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 167; 
Pub. L. 103–437, § 16(a)(1), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 Stat. 
4594; Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 
1108; Pub. L. 106–148, § 4, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 
1720.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 106–148, § 4(1)(A), sub-
stituted ‘‘national priorities and standards for’’ for 
‘‘priorities’’ in first sentence. 

Subsec. (b)(1)(A). Pub. L. 106–148, § 4(1)(B), substituted 
‘‘develop a 5-year strategic plan for the geologic map-
ping program’’ for ‘‘develop a geologic mapping pro-
gram implementation plan’’ and ‘‘not later than 1 year 
after December 9, 1999’’ for ‘‘within 300 days after Au-
gust 5, 1997’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 106–148, § 4(1)(C), substituted 
‘‘not later than 1 year after December 9, 1999,’’ for 
‘‘within 90 days after August 5, 1997,’’. 
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Subsec. (b)(1)(C). Pub. L. 106–148, § 4(1)(D)(i), sub-
stituted ‘‘not later than 3 years after December 9, 1999, 
and biennially thereafter’’ for ‘‘within 210 days after 
August 5, 1997’’ in introductory provisions. 

Subsec. (b)(1)(C)(i). Pub. L. 106–148, § 4(1)(D)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘are coordinating’’ for ‘‘will coordinate’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1)(C)(ii). Pub. L. 106–148, § 4(1)(D)(iii), sub-
stituted ‘‘establish’’ for ‘‘will establish’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1)(C)(iii). Pub. L. 106–148, § 4(1)(D)(iv), sub-
stituted ‘‘affect’’ for ‘‘will lead to’’. 

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 106–148, § 4(2), added subsec. (d) 
and struck out former subsec. (d) which set out the 
Federal, support, State, and education components of 
the geological mapping program. 

1997—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(1), added sub-
sec. (a) and struck out heading and text of former sub-
sec. (a). Text read as follows: ‘‘There is established in 
the United States Geological Survey a National Coop-
erative Geologic Mapping Program. The geologic map-
ping program shall be developed in consultation with 
the advisory committee and shall be designed and ad-
ministered to achieve the objectives set forth in sub-
section (c) of this section.’’ 

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(2)(A), (D), sub-
stituted ‘‘the Survey’’ for ‘‘USGS’’ in heading and re-
aligned text margins. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(2)(B)(i), (ii), in-
serted heading and realigned margins. 

Subsec. (b)(1)(A). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(2)(B)(iii), sub-
stituted ‘‘Committee on Resources’’ for ‘‘Committee on 
Natural Resources’’ and ‘‘August 5, 1997’’ for ‘‘May 18, 
1992’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1)(B). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(2)(B)(iv), sub-
stituted ‘‘Association’’ for ‘‘State geological surveys’’ 
and ‘‘August 5, 1997’’ for ‘‘May 18, 1992’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1)(C). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(2)(B)(v)(I), (II), 
in introductory provisions, substituted ‘‘August 5, 1997’’ 
for ‘‘May 18, 1992’’ and ‘‘Committee on Resources’’ for 
‘‘Committee on Natural Resources’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1)(C)(i). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(2)(B)(v)(III), 
inserted ‘‘and the Association’’ after ‘‘the Survey’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1)(C)(ii). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(2)(B)(v)(III), 
(IV), inserted ‘‘and the Association’’ after ‘‘the Survey’’ 
and ‘‘and’’ after semicolon at end. 

Subsec. (b)(1)(C)(iii), (iv). Pub. L. 105–36, 
§ 3(b)(2)(B)(v)(V), substituted period for ‘‘; and’’ at end 
of cl. (iii) and struck out cl. (iv) which read as follows: 
‘‘the degree to which geologic mapping activities tradi-
tionally funded by the Survey, including the use of 
commercially available aerial photography, geodesy, 
professional land surveying, photogrammetric map-
ping, cartography, photographic processing, and related 
services, can be contracted to professional private map-
ping firms.’’ 

Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(2)(C)(i), inserted 
heading. 

Subsec. (b)(2)(A). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(2)(C)(ii), sub-
stituted ‘‘Association’’ for ‘‘State geological surveys’’. 

Subsec. (c)(2). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(3)(A), substituted 
‘‘interpretative information’’ for ‘‘interpretive infor-
mation’’. 

Subsec. (c)(4). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(3)(B), substituted 
‘‘public awareness of’’ for ‘‘public awareness for’’. 

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(4)(A), inserted 
heading. 

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(4)(B)(i), inserted 
heading. 

Subsec. (d)(2)(D). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(4)(B)(ii), added 
subpar. (D) and struck out former subpar. (D) which 
read as follows: ‘‘geochronologic and isotopic investiga-
tions that (i) provide radiometric age dates for geo-
logic-map units and (ii) fingerprint the geo-
thermometry, geobarometry, and alteration history of 
geologic-map units, which investigations shall be con-
tributed to a national geochronologic data base;’’. 

Subsec. (d)(3). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(4)(C), inserted 
heading. 

Subsec. (d)(4). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(b)(4)(D), added par. 
(4) and struck out former par. (4) which read as follows: 
‘‘A geologic mapping education component, whose ob-
jective shall be— 

‘‘(A) to develop the academic programs that teach 
earth-science students the fundamental principles of 
geologic mapping and field analysis; and 

‘‘(B) to provide for broad education in geologic 
mapping and field analysis through support of field 
teaching institutes. 

Investigations conducted under the geologic mapping 
education component shall be integrated with the other 
mapping components of the geologic mapping program, 
and shall respond to priorities identified for those com-
ponents.’’ 

1994—Subsec. (b)(1)(A), (C). Pub. L. 103–437 substituted 
‘‘Natural Resources’’ for ‘‘Interior and Insular Affairs’’ 
before ‘‘of the House’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Resources of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Natural Resources of House 
of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hun-
dred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 31d. Advisory committee 

(a) Establishment 

(1) In general 

There shall be established a 10-member geo-
logic mapping advisory committee to advise 
the Director on planning and implementation 
of the geologic mapping program. 

(2) Members ex officio 

Federal agency members shall include the 
Administrator of the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency or a designee, the Secretary of 
Energy or a designee, the Secretary of Agri-
culture or a designee, and the Assistant to the 
President for Science and Technology or a des-
ignee. 

(3) Appointed members 

Not later than 1 year after December 9, 1999, 
in consultation with the Association, the Sec-
retary shall appoint to the advisory commit-
tee two representatives from the Survey (in-
cluding the Chief Geologist, as Chairman), two 
representatives from the State geological sur-
veys, one representative from academia, and 
one representative from the private sector. 

(b) Duties 

The advisory committee shall— 
(1) review and update the 5-year plan pre-

pared by the Director pursuant to section 31e 
of this title; 

(2) review the scientific progress of the geo-
logic mapping program; and 

(3) submit an annual report to the Secretary 
that evaluates the progress of the Federal, 
State, and university mapping activities and 
evaluates the progress made toward fulfilling 
the purposes of sections 31c through 31f of this 
title. 

(Pub. L. 102–285, § 5, May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 169; 
Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(c), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 1110; 
Pub. L. 106–148, § 5, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1722.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Subsec. (a)(3). Pub. L. 106–148, § 5(1), substituted 
‘‘1 year after December 9, 1999,’’ for ‘‘90 days after Au-
gust 5, 1997,’’. 

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 106–148, § 5(2)(A), substituted 
‘‘update the 5-year plan’’ for ‘‘critique the draft imple-
mentation plan’’. 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 106–148, § 5(2)(B), substituted 
‘‘sections 31c through 31f of this title’’ for ‘‘sections 31a 
to 31h of this title’’. 
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1997—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(c)(1), added sub-
sec. (a) and struck out heading and text of former sub-
sec. (a). Text read as follows: ‘‘There shall be estab-
lished a sixteen member geologic mapping advisory 
committee to advise the Director on planning and im-
plementation of the geologic mapping program. The 
President shall appoint one representative each from 
the Environmental Protection Agency, the Department 
of Energy, the Department of Agriculture, and the Of-
fice of Science and Technology Policy. Within 90 days 
and with the advice and consultation of the State Geo-
logical Surveys, the Secretary shall appoint to the ad-
visory committee 2 representatives from the Survey 
(including the Chief Geologist, as Chairman), 4 rep-
resentatives from the State geological surveys, 3 rep-
resentatives from academia, and 3 representatives from 
the private sector.’’ 

Subsec. (b)(3). Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(c)(2), substituted 
‘‘Federal, State, and university mapping activities’’ for 
‘‘Federal and State mapping activities’’. 

TERMINATION OF ADVISORY COMMITTEES 

Advisory committees established after Jan. 5, 1973, to 
terminate not later than the expiration of the 2-year 
period beginning on the date of their establishment, 
unless, in the case of a committee established by the 
President or an officer of the Federal Government, such 
committee is renewed by appropriate action prior to 
the expiration of such 2-year period, or in the case of 
a committee established by Congress, its duration is 
otherwise provided by law, see section 14 of Pub. L. 
92–463, Oct. 6, 1972, 86 Stat. 776, set out in the Appendix 
to Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

§ 31e. Geologic mapping program 5-year plan 

(a) In general 

The Secretary, acting through the Director, 
shall, with the advice and review of the advisory 
committee, prepare a 5-year plan for the geo-
logic mapping program. 

(b) Requirements 

The 5-year plan shall identify— 
(1) overall priorities for the geologic map-

ping program; and 
(2) implementation of the overall manage-

ment structure and operation of the geologic 
mapping program, including— 

(A) the role of the Survey in the capacity 
of overall management lead, including the 
responsibility for developing the national 
geologic mapping program that meets Fed-
eral needs while fostering State needs; 

(B) the responsibilities of the State geo-
logical surveys, with emphasis on mecha-
nisms that incorporate the needs, missions, 
capabilities, and requirements of the State 
geological surveys, into the nationwide geo-
logic mapping program; 

(C) mechanisms for identifying short- and 
long-term priorities for each component of 
the geologic mapping program, including— 

(i) for the Federal component, a priority- 
setting mechanism that responds to— 

(I) Federal mission requirements for 
geologic map information; 

(II) critical scientific problems that re-
quire geologic maps for their resolution; 
and 

(III) shared Federal and State needs for 
geologic maps, in which joint Federal- 
State geologic mapping projects are in 
the national interest; 

(ii) for the State component, a priority- 
setting mechanism that responds to— 

(I) specific intrastate needs for geo-
logic map information; and 

(II) interstate needs shared by adjacent 
States that have common requirements; 
and 

(iii) for the education component, a pri-
ority-setting mechanism that responds to 
requirements for geologic map information 
that are dictated by Federal and State 
mission requirements; 

(D) a mechanism for adopting scientific 
and technical mapping standards for prepar-
ing and publishing general- and special-pur-
pose geologic maps to— 

(i) ensure uniformity of cartographic and 
scientific conventions; and 

(ii) provide a basis for assessing the com-
parability and quality of map products; 
and 

(E) a mechanism for monitoring the inven-
tory of published and current mapping inves-
tigations nationwide to facilitate planning 
and information exchange and to avoid re-
dundancy. 

(Pub. L. 102–285, § 6, as added Pub. L. 106–148, § 6, 
Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1722.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 31e, Pub. L. 102–285, § 6, May 18, 1992, 
106 Stat. 170; Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(d), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 
1110, provided for the preparation of a geologic mapping 
program implementation plan, prior to repeal by Pub. 
L. 106–148, § 6, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1722. 

§ 31f. National geologic map database 

(a) Establishment 

(1) In general 

The Survey shall establish a national geo-
logic map database. 

(2) Function 

The database shall serve as a national cata-
log and archive, distributed through links to 
Federal and State geologic map holdings, that 
includes— 

(A) all maps developed under the Federal 
component and the education component; 

(B) the databases developed in connection 
with investigations under subclauses (III), 
(IV), and (V) of section 31c(d)(1)(C)(ii) of this 
title; and 

(C) other maps and data that the Survey 
and the Association consider appropriate. 

(b) Standardization 

(1) In general 

Geologic maps contributed to the national 
archives shall have format, symbols, and tech-
nical attributes that adhere to standards so 
that archival information can be accessed, ex-
changed, and compared efficiently and accu-
rately, as required by Executive Order 12906 (59 
Fed. Reg. 17,671 (1994)), which established the 
National Spatial Data Infrastructure. 

(2) Development of standards 

Entities that contribute geologic maps to 
the national archives shall develop the stand-
ards described in paragraph (1) in cooperation 
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1 So in original. Probably should be preceded by ‘‘than’’. 

with the Federal Geographic Data Committee, 
which is charged with standards development 
and other data coordination activities as de-
scribed in Office of Management and Budget 
revised Circular A–16. 

(Pub. L. 102–285, § 7, May 18, 1992, 106 Stat. 171; 
Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(e), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 1110; 
Pub. L. 106–148, § 7, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1723.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Executive Order 12906, referred to in subsec. (b)(1), is 
set out as a note under section 1457 of this title. 

AMENDMENTS 

1999—Pub. L. 106–148 substituted ‘‘geologic map data-
base’’ for ‘‘geologic-map data base’’ in section catch-
line, added subsec. (a), and struck out heading and text 
of former subsec. (a). Text read as follows: ‘‘The Survey 
shall establish a national geologic-map data base. Such 
data base shall be a national archive that includes all 
maps developed pursuant to sections 31a to 31h of this 
title, the data bases developed pursuant to the inves-
tigations under sections 31c(d)(2)(C), (D), (E), and (F) of 
this title, and other maps and data as the Survey 
deems appropriate.’’ 

1997—Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 105–36 added subsec. (b) and 
struck out heading and text of former subsec. (b). Text 
read as follows: ‘‘Geologic maps contributed to the na-
tional archives should have standardized format, sym-
bols, and technical attributes so that archival informa-
tion can be assimilated, manipulated, accessed, ex-
changed, and compared efficiently and accurately.’’ 

§ 31g. Biennial report 

Not later 3 1 years after December 9, 1999, and 
biennially thereafter, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Resources of the House 
of Representatives and the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources of the Senate a re-
port that— 

(1) describes the status of the national geo-
logic mapping program; 

(2) describes and evaluates the progress 
achieved during the preceding 2 years in devel-
oping the national geologic map database; and 

(3) includes any recommendations that the 
Secretary may have for legislative or other ac-
tion to achieve the purposes of sections 31c 
through 31f of this title. 

(Pub. L. 102–285, § 8, as added Pub. L. 106–148, § 8, 
Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1724.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 31g, Pub. L. 102–285, § 8, May 18, 1992, 
106 Stat. 171; Pub. L. 103–437, § 16(a)(1), Nov. 2, 1994, 108 
Stat. 4594; Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(f), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 
1111; Pub. L. 105–362, title IX, § 902(b), Nov. 10, 1998, 112 
Stat. 3291, directed the Secretary to submit a biennial 
report to Congress describing the status of the nation-
wide geologic mapping program and evaluating the 
progress achieved during the preceding fiscal year in 
developing the national geologic-map data base, prior 
to repeal by Pub. L. 106–148, § 8, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 
1724. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

Committee on Resources of House of Representatives 
changed to Committee on Natural Resources of House 
of Representatives by House Resolution No. 6, One Hun-
dred Tenth Congress, Jan. 5, 2007. 

§ 31h. Authorization of appropriations 

(a) In general 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out sections 31a to 31h of this title— 

(1) $28,000,000 for fiscal year 1999; 
(2) $30,000,000 for fiscal year 2000; 
(3) $37,000,000 for fiscal year 2001; 
(4) $43,000,000 for fiscal year 2002; 
(5) $50,000,000 for fiscal year 2003; 
(6) $57,000,000 for fiscal year 2004; and 
(7) $64,000,000 for fiscal year 2005. 

(b) Allocation of appropriations 

Of any amounts appropriated for any fiscal 
year in excess of the amount appropriated for 
fiscal year 2000— 

(1) 48 percent shall be available for the State 
component; and 

(2) 2 percent shall be available for the edu-
cation component. 

(Pub. L. 102–285, § 9, as added Pub. L. 106–148, § 9, 
Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1724.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 31h, Pub. L. 102–285, § 9, May 18, 1992, 
106 Stat. 171; Pub. L. 105–36, § 3(g), Aug. 5, 1997, 111 Stat. 
1111, authorized appropriations for the national cooper-
ative geologic mapping program, prior to repeal by 
Pub. L. 106–148, § 9, Dec. 9, 1999, 113 Stat. 1724. 

§ 31i. Report on resource research activities 

Once every five years the National Academy of 
Sciences shall review and report on the resource 
research activities of the Survey. 

(Pub. L. 104–134, title I, § 101(c) [title I], Apr. 26, 
1996, 110 Stat. 1321–156, 1321–165; renumbered title 
I, Pub. L. 104–140, § 1(a), May 2, 1996, 110 Stat. 
1327.) 

§ 31j. Biological research activity of Survey; re-
view and report by National Academy of Sci-
ences 

Beginning in fiscal year 1998 and once every 
five years thereafter, the National Academy of 
Sciences shall review and report on the biologi-
cal research activity of the Survey. 

(Pub. L. 104–208, div. A, title I, § 101(d) [title I], 
Sept. 30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009–181, 3009–189.) 

§ 32. Acting Director 

The Secretary of the Interior may authorize 
one of the geologists to act as Director of the 
United States Geological Survey in the absence 
of that officer. 

(July 31, 1894, ch. 174, § 1, 28 Stat. 197; Pub. L. 
102–154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States Geological Survey’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’’ pursuant to provision of 
title I of Pub. L. 102–154, set out as a note under section 
31 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 
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§ 33. Repealed. Aug. 10, 1956, ch. 1041, § 53, 70A 
Stat. 641 

Section, act June 16, 1880, ch. 235, 21 Stat. 274, author-
ized Secretary of War to detail officers of Ordnance 
Corps to serve with Geological Survey. 

§ 34. Scientific employees 

The scientific employees of the United States 
Geological Survey shall be selected by the Di-
rector, subject to the approval of the Secretary 
of the Interior exclusively for their qualifica-
tions as professional experts. 

(July 7, 1884, ch. 332, 23 Stat. 212; Pub. L. 102–154, 
title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States Geological Survey’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’’ pursuant to provision of 
title I of Pub. L. 102–154, set out as a note under section 
31 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

§ 35. Repealed. Pub. L. 87–304, § 9(a)(2), Sept. 26, 
1961, 75 Stat. 664 

Section, act June 30, 1906, ch. 3914, § 1, 34 Stat. 727, au-
thorized scientific and other employees of the United 
States Geological Survey employed in the field to 
make assignments of pay, and that they be reimbursed 
for expenses incurred in the discharge of duty in the 
field and paid from personal funds. See section 5525 of 
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees. 

§ 36. Purchase of books 

The purchase of professional and scientific 
books and periodicals needed for statistical pur-
poses by the scientific divisions of the United 
States Geological Survey is authorized to be 
made and paid for out of appropriations made 
for the said Survey. 

(June 28, 1902, ch. 1301, § 1, 32 Stat. 455.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

§ 36a. Acquisition of scientific or technical books, 
maps, etc., for library 

The Director of the United States Geological 
Survey, under the general supervision of the 
Secretary of the Interior, is authorized to ac-
quire for the United States, by gift or devise, 
scientific or technical books, manuscripts, 
maps, and related materials, and to deposit the 
same in the library of the United States Geo-
logical Survey for reference and use as author-
ized by law. 

(May 14, 1940, ch. 190, 54 Stat. 212; Pub. L. 
102–154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States Geological Survey’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’’ pursuant to provision of 

title I of Pub. L. 102–154, set out as a note under section 
31 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

§ 36b. Acquisition of lands or interests therein 
for use in gaging streams or underground 
water resources 

The Secretary of the Interior may, on behalf 
of the United States and for use by the United 
States Geological Survey in gaging streams and 
underground water resources, acquire lands by 
donation or when funds have been appropriated 
by Congress by purchase or condemnation, but 
not in excess of ten acres for any one stream 
gaging station or observation well site. For the 
same purpose the Secretary of the Interior may 
obtain easements, licenses, rights-of-way, and 
leases limited to run for such a period of time or 
term of years as may be required for the effec-
tive performance of the function of gaging 
streams and underground water resources: Pro-

vided, That nothing in this section shall be con-
strued as affecting or intended to affect or in 
any way to interfere with the laws of any State 
or Territory relating to the control, appropria-
tion, use, or distribution of water used in irriga-
tion, or any vested right acquired thereunder, 
and the Secretary of the Interior, in carrying 
out the provisions of this section, shall proceed 
in conformity with such laws, and nothing in 
this section shall in any way affect any right of 
any State or of the Federal Government or of 
any landowner, appropriator, or user of water, 
in, to, or from any interstate stream or the wa-
ters thereof. 

(Dec. 24, 1942, ch. 822, 56 Stat. 1086; Pub. L. 
86–406, Apr. 4, 1960, 74 Stat. 14; Pub. L. 102–154, 
title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1960—Pub. L. 86–406 authorized Secretary of the Inte-
rior to acquire lands and interests in lands for observa-
tion well sites to gage underground water resources. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States Geological Survey’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’’ pursuant to provision of 
title I of Pub. L. 102–154, set out as a note under section 
31 of this title. 

§ 36c. Acceptance of contributions from public 
and private sources; cooperation with other 
agencies in prosecution of projects 

In fiscal year 1987 and thereafter the United 
States Geological Survey is authorized to accept 
lands, buildings, equipment, and other contribu-
tions from public and private sources and to 
prosecute projects in cooperation with other 
agencies, Federal, State, or private. 

(Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(h) [title I], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1783–242, 1783–252, and Pub. L. 99–591, 
§ 101(h) [title I], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341–242, 
3341–252; Pub. L. 102–154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 
Stat. 1000.) 
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CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 99–591 is a corrected version of Pub. L. 99–500. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States Geological Survey’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’’ pursuant to provision of 
title I of Pub. L. 102–154, set out as a note under section 
31 of this title. 

§ 36d. Cooperative agreements 

Notwithstanding the provisions of the Federal 
Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act of 1977 (31 
U.S.C. 6301–6308), the United States Geological 
Survey is authorized to continue existing, and 
on and after November 10, 2003, to enter into new 
cooperative agreements directed towards a par-
ticular cooperator, in support of joint research 
and data collection activities with Federal, 
State, and academic partners funded by appro-
priations herein, including those that provide 
for space in cooperator facilities. 

(Pub. L. 108–108, title I, Nov. 10, 2003, 117 Stat. 
1254.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

The Federal Grant and Cooperative Agreement Act of 
1977, referred to in text, is Pub. L. 95–224, Feb. 3, 1978, 
92 Stat. 3, which was classified generally to chapter 8 
(§ 501 et seq.) of Title 41, Public Contracts, and was re-
pealed and reenacted as chapter 63 (§ 6301 et seq.) of 
Title 31, Money and Finance, by Pub. L. 97–258, §§ 1, 5(b), 
Sept. 13, 1982, 96 Stat. 877, 1068. 

Appropriations herein, referred to in text, probably 
means appropriations under the headings ‘‘UNITED 
STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY’’, ‘‘SURVEYS, INVESTIGA-
TIONS, AND RESEARCH’’ and ‘‘ADMINISTRATIVE PROVI-
SIONS’’, of the annual Department of the Interior and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act. 

SIMILAR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following appropriation act: 

Pub. L. 108–7, div. F, title I, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 228. 

§ 37. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act June 12, 1917, ch. 27, 40 Stat. 144, related 
to purchases or services for the Geological Survey, was 
omitted as superseded. 

§ 38. Topographic surveys; marking elevations 

In making topographic surveys west of the 
ninety-fifth meridian elevations above a base 
level located in each area under survey shall be 
determined and marked on the ground by iron or 
stone posts or permanent bench marks, at least 
two such posts or bench marks to be established 
in each township, or equivalent area, except in 
the forest-clad and mountain areas, where at 
least one shall be established, and these shall be 
placed, whenever practicable, near the township 
corners of the public-land surveys; and in the 
areas east of the ninety-fifth meridian at least 
one such post or bench mark shall be similarly 
established in each area equivalent to the area 
of a township of the public land surveys. 

(June 11, 1896, ch. 420, 29 Stat. 435.) 

§§ 39, 40. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section 39, act Feb. 27, 1925, ch. 360, § 1, 43 Stat. 1011, 
authorized the President to complete a general utility 

topographical survey of the territory of the United 
States within a period of twenty years from Feb. 27, 
1925. 

Section 40, act Feb. 27, 1925, ch. 360, § 2, 43 Stat. 1011, 
related to cooperative agreements with States to expe-
dite completion of topographical survey. 

§ 41. Publications and reports; preparation and 
sale 

Except as otherwise provided in section 1318 of 
title 44, the publications of the United States 
Geological Survey shall consist of geological 
and economic maps, illustrating the resources 
and classification of the lands, and reports upon 
general and economic geology and paleontology. 
All special memoirs and reports of said survey 
shall be issued in uniform quarto series if 
deemed necessary by the director, but otherwise 
in ordinary octavos. Three thousand copies of 
each shall be published for scientific exchanges 
and for sale at the price of publication, and all 
literary and cartographic materials received in 
exchange shall be the property of the United 
States and form a part of the library of the orga-
nization; and the money resulting from the sale 
of such publications shall be covered into the 
Treasury of the United States, under the direc-
tion of the Secretary of the Interior. 

(Mar. 3, 1879, ch. 182, 20 Stat. 394; Aug. 7, 1946, ch. 
770, § 1(10), 60 Stat. 867; Pub. L. 102–154, title I, 
Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.) 

CODIFICATION 

‘‘Section 1318 of title 44’’ substituted in text for ‘‘sec-
tion 260 of title 44’’ on authority of Pub. L. 90–620, § 2(b), 
Oct. 22, 1968, 82 Stat. 1238, the first section of which en-
acted Title 44, Public Printing and Documents. 

The words ‘‘Except as otherwise provided in section 
260 of title 44’’ were originally inserted in text to avoid 
conflict with the provisions of such section 260 of title 
44, as set out prior to the general revision of title 44 by 
Pub. L. 90–620, derived from Joint Res. May 16, 1902, No. 
22. 

AMENDMENTS 

1946—Act Aug. 7, 1946, repealed all provisions requir-
ing preparation, and transmission by Secretary of the 
Interior, of an annual report of operations. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States Geological Survey’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’’ pursuant to provision of 
title I of Pub. L. 102–154, set out as a note under section 
31 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

§ 42. Distribution of maps and atlases, etc. 

The Director of the United States Geological 
Survey is authorized and directed, on the ap-
proval of the Secretary of the Interior, to dis-
pose of the topographic and geologic maps and 
atlases of the United States, made and published 
by the United States Geological Survey, at such 
prices and under such regulations as may from 
time to time be fixed by him and approved by 
the Secretary of the Interior; and a number of 
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copies of each map or atlas, not exceeding five 
hundred, shall be distributed gratuitously 
among foreign governments and departments of 
our own Government to literary and scientific 
associations, and to such educational institu-
tions or libraries as may be designated by the 
Director of the Survey and approved by the Sec-
retary of the Interior. On and after June 7, 1924, 
the distribution of geological publications to li-
braries designated as special depositaries of such 
publications shall be discontinued. 

(Feb. 18, 1897, No. 13, § 1, 29 Stat. 701; June 7, 1924, 
ch. 303, 43 Stat. 592; Pub. L. 102–154, title I, Nov. 
13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.) 

CODIFICATION 

The first sentence is from Joint Res. Feb. 18, 1897; the 
second sentence is from act June 7, 1924. 

Joint Res. Feb. 18, 1897 superseded a provision con-
tained in act June 11, 1896, ch. 420, 29 Stat. 436, author-
izing the sale of topographical maps with text at cost 
and ten per centum added. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States Geological Survey’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’’ pursuant to provision of 
title I of Pub. L. 102–154, set out as a note under section 
31 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

§ 42a. Use of receipts from sale of maps for map 
printing and distribution 

In fiscal year 1984 and thereafter, all receipts 
from the sale of maps sold or stored by the 
United States Geological Survey shall be avail-
able for map printing and distribution to supple-
ment funds otherwise available, to remain avail-
able until expended. 

(Pub. L. 98–146, title I, Nov. 4, 1983, 97 Stat. 926; 
Pub. L. 102–154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 
1000.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States Geological Survey’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’’ pursuant to provision of 
title I of Pub. L. 102–154, set out as a note under section 
31 of this title. 

§ 43. Copies to Senators, Representatives, and 
Delegates 

One copy of each map and atlas shall be sent 
to each Senator and each Representative and 
Delegate in Congress, if published within his 
term; and a second copy shall be placed at the 
disposal of each such Senator, Representative 
and Delegate 

(Feb. 18, 1897, No. 13, § 2, 29 Stat. 701.) 

§ 44. Sale of transfers or copies of data 

The Director of the United States Geological 
Survey shall, if the regular map work of the 
Survey is in no wise interfered with thereby, 
furnish to any person, concern, institution, 
State or foreign government, that shall pay in 

advance the whole cost thereof with 10 per cen-
tum added, transfers or copies of any car-
tographic or other engraved or lithographic data 
in the division of engraving and printing of the 
Survey, and the moneys received by the Direc-
tor for such transfers or copies shall be depos-
ited in the Treasury. 

(June 30, 1906, ch. 3914, 34 Stat. 727; Pub. L. 
102–154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.) 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States Geological Survey’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’’ pursuant to provision of 
title I of Pub. L. 102–154, set out as a note under section 
31 of this title. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

§ 45. Production and sale of copies of photo-
graphs and records; disposition of receipts 

The Director of the United States Geological 
Survey on and after March 4, 1909 may produce 
and sell on a reimbursable basis to interested 
persons, concerns, and institutions, copies of 
aerial or other photographs and mosaics that 
have been obtained in connection with the au-
thorized work of the United States Geological 
Survey and photographic or photostatic repro-
ductions of records in the official custody of the 
Director at such prices (not less than the esti-
mated cost of furnishing such copies or repro-
ductions) as the Director, with the approval of 
the Secretary of the Interior, may determine, 
the money received from such sales to be depos-
ited in the Treasury to the credit of the appro-
priation then current and chargeable for the 
cost of furnishing copies or reproductions as 
herein authorized. 

(Mar. 4, 1909, ch. 299, 35 Stat. 989; July 21, 1947, 
ch. 273, 61 Stat. 398.) 

AMENDMENTS 

1947—Act July 21, 1947, authorized production and 
sale of aerial or other photographs and reproductions of 
records on a reimbursement of appropriations basis. 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

§ 46. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act Oct. 12, 1949, ch. 680, title I, 63 Stat. 785, 
related to exchange of old freight carrying vehicles as 
part payment for new, was from the Interior Depart-
ment Appropriation Act, 1950, and was not repeated in 
subsequent appropriation acts. Similar provisions were 
contained in the following prior appropriation acts: 

June 29, 1948, ch. 754, 62 Stat. 1133. 
July 25, 1947, ch. 337, 61 Stat. 477. 
July 1, 1946, ch. 529, 60 Stat. 369. 
July 3, 1945, ch. 262, 59 Stat. 343. 
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June 28, 1944, ch. 298, 58 Stat. 491. 
July 12, 1943, ch. 219, 57 Stat. 477. 
July 2, 1942, ch. 473, 56 Stat. 537. 
June 28, 1941, ch. 259, 55 Stat. 339. 
June 18, 1940, ch. 395, 54 Stat. 439. 
May 10, 1939, ch. 119, 53 Stat. 719. 
May 9, 1938, ch. 187, 52 Stat. 325. 
Aug. 9, 1937, ch. 570, 50 Stat. 598. 
June 22, 1936, ch. 691, 49 Stat. 1785. 
May 9, 1935, ch. 101, 49 Stat. 200. 
Mar. 2, 1934, ch. 38, 48 Stat. 382. 
Feb. 17, 1933, ch. 98, 47 Stat. 846. 
Apr. 22, 1932, ch. 125, 47 Stat. 118. 
Feb. 14, 1931, ch. 187, 46 Stat. 1147. 
May 14, 1930, ch. 273, 46 Stat. 310. 
Mar. 4, 1929, ch. 705, 45 Stat. 1594. 
Mar. 7, 1928, ch. 137, 45 Stat. 231. 
Jan. 12, 1927, ch. 27, 44 Stat. 961. 
May 10, 1926, ch. 277, 44 Stat. 486. 
Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1172. 
June 5, 1924, ch. 264, 43 Stat. 419. 
Jan. 24, 1923, ch. 42, 42 Stat. 1208. 
May 24, 1922, ch. 199, 42 Stat. 586. 

§ 47. Repealed. Aug. 7, 1946, ch. 770, § 1(11), 60 
Stat. 867 

Section, act May 10, 1926, ch. 277, 44 Stat. 487, re-
quired annual statements and reports of expenditures 
for the benefit of Indians relating to the operation of 
oil and gas leases, and the mining of other minerals, on 
Indian lands. 

§ 48. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act Jan. 12, 1927, ch. 27, 44 Stat. 963, required 
amounts received by the Geological Survey from any 
State, Territory or political subdivision thereof in car-
rying on work involving cooperation to be used in reim-
bursing the appropriation from which the expense of 
such work was paid, was from the act making appro-
priations for the Department of the Interior for the fis-
cal year ending June 30, 1928 and for other purposes, 
and was not repeated in subsequent appropriation acts. 
Similar provisions were contained in the following act: 
May 10, 1926, ch. 277, 44 Stat. 487. 

§ 49. Extension of cooperative work to Puerto 
Rico 

The provisions of law authorizing the making 
of topographic and geological surveys and con-
ducting investigations relating to mineral and 
water resources by the United States Geological 
Survey in various portions of the United States 
be, and the same are, extended to authorize such 
surveys and investigations in Puerto Rico. 

(June 17, 1935, ch. 268, 49 Stat. 386.) 

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS 

For transfer of functions of other officers, employees, 
and agencies of Department of the Interior, with cer-
tain exceptions, to Secretary of the Interior, with 
power to delegate, see Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1950, §§ 1, 2, 
eff. May 24, 1950, 15 F.R. 3174, 64 Stat. 1262, set out under 
section 1451 of this title. 

§ 50. Survey’s share of cost of topographic map-
ping or water resources investigations car-
ried on with States 

The share of the United States Geological Sur-
vey in any topographic mapping or water re-
sources data collection and investigations car-
ried on in cooperation with any State or munici-
pality shall not exceed 50 per centum of the cost 
thereof. 

(Pub. L. 110–161, div. F, title I, Dec. 26, 2007, 121 
Stat. 2108.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section text is based on act July 31, 1953, ch. 298, title 
I, § 1, 67 Stat. 269, as continued and modified for the fis-
cal year covered by the appropriation act cited as the 
credit to this section. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in the following prior appropriation acts: 

Pub. L. 109–54, title I, Aug. 2, 2005, 119 Stat. 510. 
Pub. L. 108–447, div. E, title I, Dec. 8, 2004, 118 Stat. 

3052. 
Pub. L. 108–108, title I, Nov. 10, 2003, 117 Stat. 1254. 
Pub. L. 108–7, div. F, title I, Feb. 20, 2003, 117 Stat. 228. 
Pub. L. 107–63, title I, Nov. 5, 2001, 115 Stat. 427. 
Pub. L. 106–291, title I, Oct. 11, 2000, 114 Stat. 931. 
Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(3) [title I], Nov. 29, 

1999, 113 Stat. 1535, 1501A–145. 
Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(e) [title I], Oct. 21, 1998, 

112 Stat. 2681–231, 2681–242. 
Pub. L. 105–83, title I, Nov. 14, 1997, 111 Stat. 1552. 
Pub. L. 104–208, div. A, title I, § 101(d) [title I], Sept. 

30, 1996, 110 Stat. 3009–181, 3009–190. 
Pub. L. 104–134, title I, § 101(c) [title I], Apr. 26, 1996, 

110 Stat. 1321–156, 1321–165; renumbered title I, Pub. L. 
104–140, § 1(a), May 2, 1996, 110 Stat. 1327. 

Pub. L. 103–332, title I, Sept. 30, 1994, 108 Stat. 2507. 
Pub. L. 103–138, title I, Nov. 11, 1993, 107 Stat. 1387. 
Pub. L. 102–381, title I, Oct. 5, 1992, 106 Stat. 1384. 
Pub. L. 102–154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000. 
Pub. L. 101–512, title I, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 1924. 
Pub. L. 101–121, title I, Oct. 23, 1989, 103 Stat. 710. 
Pub. L. 100–446, title I, Sept. 27, 1988, 102 Stat. 1790. 
Pub. L. 100–202, § 101(g) [title I], Dec. 22, 1987, 101 Stat. 

1329–213, 1329–224. 
Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(h) [title I], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 Stat. 

1783–242, 1783–252, and Pub. L. 99–591, § 101(h) [title I], 
Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341–242, 3341–252. 

Pub. L. 99–190, § 101(d) [title I], Dec. 19, 1985, 99 Stat. 
1224, 1231. 

Pub. L. 98–473, title I, § 101(c) [title I], Oct. 12, 1984, 98 
Stat. 1837, 1845. 

Pub. L. 98–146, title I, Nov. 4, 1983, 97 Stat. 926. 
Pub. L. 97–394, title I, Dec. 30, 1982, 96 Stat. 1972. 
Pub. L. 97–100, title I, Dec. 23, 1981, 95 Stat. 1397. 
Pub. L. 96–514, title I, Dec. 12, 1980, 94 Stat. 2963. 
Pub. L. 96–126, title I, Nov. 27, 1979, 93 Stat. 961. 
Pub. L. 95–465, title I, Oct. 17, 1978, 92 Stat. 1285. 
Pub. L. 95–74, title I, July 26, 1977, 91 Stat. 290. 
Pub. L. 94–373, title I, July 31, 1976, 90 Stat. 1048. 
Pub. L. 94–165, title I, Dec. 23, 1975, 89 Stat. 983. 
Pub. L. 93–404, title I, Aug. 31, 1974, 88 Stat. 808. 
Pub. L. 93–120, title I, Oct. 4, 1973, 87 Stat. 434. 
Pub. L. 92–369, title I, Aug. 10, 1972, 86 Stat. 513. 
Pub. L. 92–76, title I, Aug. 10, 1971, 85 Stat. 234. 
Pub. L. 91–361, title I, July 31, 1970, 84 Stat. 674. 
Pub. L. 91–98, title I, Oct. 29, 1969, 83 Stat. 152. 
Pub. L. 90–425, title I, July 26, 1968, 82 Stat. 431. 
Pub. L. 90–28, title I, June 24, 1967, 81 Stat. 64. 
Pub. L. 89–435, title I, May 31, 1966, 80 Stat. 175. 
Pub. L. 89–52, title I, June 28, 1965, 79 Stat. 181. 
Pub. L. 88–356, title I, July 7, 1964, 78 Stat. 280. 
Pub. L. 88–79, title I, July 26, 1963, 77 Stat. 103. 
Pub. L. 87–578, title I, Aug. 9, 1962, 76 Stat. 341. 
Pub. L. 87–122, title I, Aug. 3, 1961, 75 Stat. 252. 
Pub. L. 86–455, title I, May 13, 1960, 74 Stat. 108. 
Pub. L. 86–60, title I, June 23, 1959, 73 Stat. 96. 
Pub. L. 85–439, title I, June 4, 1958, 72 Stat. 159. 
Pub. L. 85–77, title I, July 1, 1957, 71 Stat. 261. 
June 13, 1956, ch. 380, title I, 70 Stat. 261. 
June 16, 1955, ch. 147, title I, 69 Stat. 145. 
July 1, 1954, ch. 446, title I, 68 Stat. 368. 
July 31, 1953, ch. 298, title I, 67 Stat. 269. 
July 9, 1952, ch. 597, title I, 66 Stat. 454. 
Aug. 31, 1951, ch. 375, title I, 65 Stat. 259. 
Sept. 6, 1950, ch. 896, Ch. VII, title I, 64 Stat. 690. 
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§ 50–1. Funds for mappings and investigations 
considered intragovernmental funds 

Beginning October 1, 1990, and thereafter, 
funds received from any State, territory, posses-
sion, country, international organization, or po-
litical subdivision thereof, for topographic, geo-
logic, or water resources mapping or investiga-
tions involving cooperation with such an entity 
shall be considered as intragovernmental funds 
as defined in the publication titled ‘‘A Glossary 
of Terms Used in the Federal Budget Process’’. 

(Pub. L. 101–512, title I, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 
1924.) 

§ 50a. Working capital fund for United States Ge-
ological Survey 

There is hereby established in the Treasury of 
the United States a working capital fund to as-
sist in the management of certain support ac-
tivities of the United States Geological Survey 
(hereafter referred to as the ‘‘Survey’’), Depart-
ment of the Interior. The fund shall be available 
on and after November 5, 1990, without fiscal 
year limitation for expenses necessary for fur-
nishing materials, supplies, equipment, work, 
facilities, and services in support of Survey pro-
grams, and, as authorized by law, to agencies of 
the Federal Government and others. Such ex-
penses may include laboratory modernization 
and equipment replacement, computer oper-
ations, maintenance, and telecommunications 
services; requirements definition, systems 
analysis, and design services; acquisition or de-
velopment of software; systems support services 
such as implementation assistance, training, 
and maintenance; acquisition and replacement 
of computer, publications, scientific instrumen-
tation, telecommunications, and related auto-
matic data processing equipment; and, such 
other activities as may be approved by the Sec-
retary of the Interior. 

There are authorized to be transferred to the 
fund, at fair and reasonable values at the time 
of transfer, inventories, equipment, receivables, 
and other assets, less liabilities, related to the 
functions to be financed by the fund as deter-
mined by the Secretary of the Interior: Provided, 
That the fund shall be credited with appropria-
tions and other funds of the Survey, and other 
agencies of the Department of the Interior, 
other Federal agencies, and other sources, for 
providing materials, supplies, equipment, work, 
and services as authorized by law and such pay-
ments may be made in advance or upon perform-
ance: Provided further, That charges to users will 
be at rates approximately equal to the costs of 
furnishing the materials, supplies, equipment, 
facilities, and services, including such items as 
depreciation of equipment and facilities, and ac-
crued annual leave: Provided further, That all ex-
isting balances as of November 5, 1990, from am-
ortization fees resulting from the Survey provid-
ing telecommunications services and deposited 
in a special fund established on the books of the 
Treasury and available for payment of replace-
ment or expansion of telecommunications serv-
ices as authorized by Public Law 99–190, are 
hereby transferred to and merged with the work-
ing capital fund, to be used for the same pur-
poses as originally authorized: Provided further, 

That funds that are not necessary to carry out 
the activities to be financed by the fund, as de-
termined by the Secretary, shall be covered into 
miscellaneous receipts of the Treasury. 

(Pub. L. 101–512, title I, Nov. 5, 1990, 104 Stat. 
1924; Pub. L. 102–154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 
Stat. 1000; Pub. L. 103–332, title I, Sept. 30, 1994, 
108 Stat. 2507.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Provisions relating to the special fund authorized by 
Public Law 99–190, referred to in text, were formerly 
classified to this section. See Prior Provisions note 
below. 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

A prior section 50a, Pub. L. 99–190, § 101(d) [title I], 
Dec. 19, 1985, 99 Stat. 1224, 1231, related to deposit of 
amortization fees from Geological Survey providing 
telecommunications services. 

AMENDMENTS 

1994—Pub. L. 103–332 in first par., in second sentence 
after ‘‘work,’’ inserted ‘‘facilities,’’, in third sentence 
after ‘‘include’’ inserted ‘‘laboratory modernization and 
equipment replacement,’’, after ‘‘operations’’ inserted 
‘‘, maintenance,’’, and after ‘‘replacement of com-
puter,’’ inserted ‘‘publications, scientific instrumenta-
tion,’’ and in second par., in second proviso after ‘‘de-
preciation of equipment’’ inserted ‘‘and facilities,’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States Geological Survey’’ substituted for 
‘‘Geological Survey’’ in first paragraph pursuant to 
provision of title I of Pub. L. 102–154, set out as a note 
under section 31 of this title. 

§ 50b. Recording of obligations against accounts 
receivable and crediting of amounts re-
ceived; work involving cooperation with 
State, Territory, etc. 

Before, on, and after October 18, 1986, in carry-
ing out work involving cooperation with any 
State, Territory, possession, or political subdivi-
sion thereof, the United States Geological Sur-
vey may, notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, record obligations against accounts re-
ceivable from any such entities and shall credit 
amounts received from such entities to this ap-
propriation. 

(Pub. L. 99–500, § 101(h) [title I], Oct. 18, 1986, 100 
Stat. 1783–242, 1783–252, and Pub. L. 99–591, 
§ 101(h) [title I], Oct. 30, 1986, 100 Stat. 3341–242, 
3341–252; Pub. L. 102–154, title I, Nov. 13, 1991, 105 
Stat. 1000.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

This appropriation, referred to in text, probably 
means appropriations under the headings ‘‘GEOLOGICAL 
SURVEY’’ and ‘‘SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RE-
SEARCH’’ of the annual Department of the Interior and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act. 

CODIFICATION 

Pub. L. 99–591 is a corrected version of Pub. L. 99–500. 
In text, ‘‘Before, on, and after October 18, 1986’’ sub-

stituted for ‘‘heretofore and hereafter’’. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States Geological Survey’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’’ pursuant to provision of 
title I of Pub. L. 102–154, set out as a note under section 
31 of this title. 
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§ 50c. Payment of costs incidental to utilization 
of services of volunteers 

Appropriations herein and on and after De-
cember 22, 1987, made shall be available for pay-
ing costs incidental to the utilization of services 
contributed by individuals who serve without 
compensation as volunteers in aid of work of the 
United States Geological Survey, and that with-
in appropriations herein and on and after De-
cember 22, 1987, provided, United States Geologi-
cal Survey officials may authorize either direct 
procurement of or reimbursement for expenses 
incidental to the effective use of volunteers such 
as, but not limited to, training, transportation, 
lodging, subsistence, equipment, and supplies: 
Provided further, That provision for such ex-
penses or services is in accord with volunteer or 
cooperative agreements made with such individ-
uals, private organizations, educational institu-
tions, or State or local government. 

(Pub. L. 100–202, § 101(g) [title I], Dec. 22, 1987, 101 
Stat. 1329–213, 1329–224; Pub. L. 102–154, title I, 
Nov. 13, 1991, 105 Stat. 1000.) 

REFERENCES IN TEXT 

Appropriations herein, referred to in text, probably 
means appropriations under the headings ‘‘GEOLOGICAL 
SURVEY’’, ‘‘SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RESEARCH’’ 
and ‘‘ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS’’, of the annual De-
partment of the Interior and Related Agencies Appro-
priations Act. 

CHANGE OF NAME 

‘‘United States Geological Survey’’ substituted in 
text for ‘‘Geological Survey’’ pursuant to provision of 
title I of Pub. L. 102–154, set out as a note under section 
31 of this title. 

§ 50d. Services of students or recent graduates 

The United States Geological Survey may on 
and after November 29, 1999, contract directly 
with individuals or indirectly with institutions 
or nonprofit organizations, without regard to 
section 5 of title 41, for the temporary or inter-
mittent services of students or recent graduates, 
who shall be considered employees for the pur-
poses of chapters 57 and 81 of title 5, relating to 
compensation for travel and work injuries, and 
chapter 171 of title 28, relating to tort claims, 
but shall not be considered to be Federal em-
ployees for any other purposes. 

(Pub. L. 106–113, div. B, § 1000(a)(3) [title I], Nov. 
29, 1999, 113 Stat. 1535, 1501A–146.) 

PRIOR PROVISIONS 

Provisions similar to those in this section were con-
tained in Pub. L. 105–277, div. A, § 101(e) [title I], Oct. 21, 
1998, 112 Stat. 2681–231, 2681–243. 

CHAPTER 3—SURVEYS 

Sec. 

51. Omitted. 
52. Surveying duties. 
53. Powers devolved on Secretary of the Interior 

on turning over of papers to States. 
54. Completion of surveys; delivery to States. 
55. Field notes delivered to States; access to. 
56. Conditions of delivery to States. 
57. Authenticated copies or extracts from records 

as evidence. 
58. Transcripts from records of Louisiana. 

Sec. 

59. Official papers in office of surveyor general in 
California; copies. 

60. Stationery for mineral surveys. 
61 to 63. Repealed. 

§ 51. Omitted 

CODIFICATION 

Section, act Mar. 3, 1925, ch. 462, 43 Stat. 1144, which 
abolished office of surveyor general and transferred its 
functions to Field Surveying Service under Supervisor 
of Surveys, was superseded by Reorg. Plan No. 3 of 1946, 
§ 403, eff. July 16, 1946, 11 F.R. 7876, 60 Stat. 1100. See 
note set out under section 1 of this title. 

The office of surveyor general abolished in certain 
States by acts July 31, 1876, ch. 246, 19 Stat. 121, and 
Oct. 2, 1888, ch. 1069, 25 Stat. 525, and discontinued in 
others pursuant to R.S. § 2218. 

So far as they were not already superseded or obso-
lete by reason of abolition or discontinuance of the of-
fice, or otherwise, the following provisions were super-
seded by former provisions of this section: 

R.S. § 2207, providing for appointment of surveyors 
general in States and territories therein named, and 
acts Apr. 10, 1890, ch. 77, § 1, 26 Stat. 53, and July 24, 
1897, ch. 14, § 2, 30 Stat. 215, providing for surveyors gen-
eral in North and South Dakota and Alaska; 

R.S. §§ 2208 to 2211; acts Apr. 10, 1890, ch. 77, § 2, 26 
Stat. 53; July 24, 1897, ch. 14, § 3, 30 Stat. 215, concerning 
salaries of particular surveyors general; 

R.S. §§ 2212 to 2214, concerning number and location, 
of offices, and place of residence, of surveyors general. 

R.S. §§ 2215 and 2216, concerning bonds of surveyors 
general; 

R.S. § 2217, concerning duration of term of office of 
surveyors general; 

R.S. §§ 2226 and 2227, concerning allowances for clerk 
hire and office expenses; 

Act Mar. 3, 1893, ch. 211, 27 Stat. 709, relative to con-
solidation of offices of two or more surveyors general; 
and provisions of act May 24, 1922, ch. 199, 42 Stat. 556, 
and prior acts concerning detail of clerks from office of 
one surveyor general to another. 

§ 52. Surveying duties 

The Secretary of the Interior or such officer as 
he may designate shall engage a sufficient num-
ber of skillful surveyors as his deputies, to 
whom he is authorized to administer the nec-
essary oaths upon their appointments. He shall 
have authority to frame regulations for their di-
rection, not inconsistent with law or the in-
structions of the Bureau of Land Management, 
and to remove them for negligence or mis-
conduct in office. 

Second. He shall cause to be surveyed, meas-
ured, and marked, without delay, all base and 
meridian lines through such points and perpet-
uated by such monuments, and such other cor-
rection parallels and meridians as may be pre-
scribed by law or by instructions from the Bu-
reau of Land Management, in respect to the pub-
lic lands to which the Indian title has been or 
may be extinguished. 

Third. He shall cause to be surveyed all pri-
vate land claims after they have been confirmed 
by authority of Congress, so far as may be nec-
essary to complete the survey of the public 
lands. 

Fourth. He shall transmit to the officer, as the 
Secretary of the Interior may designate, of the 
respective land offices general and particular 
plats of all lands surveyed by him for each land 
district; and he shall forward copies of such 
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